Squash Auckland

Special General Meeting

Date:

Monday, 6 September

Venue:

Sport Auckland, Alexandra Park, Auckland

Purpose: 
To resolve the use of point a rally (PAR) or traditional hand in hand out scoring (HIHO) 
for interclub.
Chair: 

Tim Marshall, Chair, Squash Auckland

In attendance/or proxy sent: 
ASC, BP, BB, DV, EE, FR, HD, HB, HW, MR, NS, PM, PK, RB, RM, RO, SP, TP, TT, WU, WW, WY
Opened: 
6.30pm

Squash Auckland’s position:

That PAR scoring is introduced for senior spring interclub (not for Masters) and that the PAR scoring system remains in place indefinitely for senior interclub.

PAR to 11 – win by 2 for men’s division 1 and women’s division 1

PAR to 15 – win by 1 or 3 – for all other grades

Devonport Squash Club motion:



That the scoring for interclub is split according to the grades, high grades to pay PAR (11 or 15 as determined by Squash Auckland), lower grades to use traditional scoring.

A suggested split could be aligned with the use of single and double yellow balls

B grade and above PAR

C grade and below traditional scoring

B grade player vs C grade player the C grade player decides if PAR or traditional
Chair: Welcomed attendees. Introduced SGM as being about Squash Auckland’s move to change to ‘point a rally’ (PAR) scoring for senior spring interclub. Dietmar Londer (Devonport) has moved that B grade and above uses PAR while C grade and below use traditional hand-in hand-out (HIHO) scoring.

Format for the meeting to be that Squash Auckland general manager Adrian Dale explain SA position; Dietmar Londer speaks to his motion; general discussion; then motion put to a vote that will be binding.

Chair said Squash Auckland was elected to make decisions and had made a call on the change to PAR. When the change was challenged by Devonport and other clubs the SGM was called to resolve the issue.
Adrian Dale, Squash Auckland: Covered the points made by Squash Auckland in a one page backgrounder to clubs and handed out at the meeting (see attached). In summary, most of the rest of the squash playing world and New Zealand has already moved to PAR, the change is inevitable and Squash Auckland had decided the time was right for Auckland to move to PAR also.

Dietmar Londer, Devonport: Two main points 1) PAR was trialled in Auckland and interclub players asked to comment and came out strongly against it. Interclub review committee decided not to introduce PAR in 2010. Yes Squash Auckland is responsible for making decisions but it should have consulted on this one 2) PSA said American scoring (PAR) was only ever intended for top level players, not lower level interclub. Squash Auckland should seek a mandate from Squash New Zealand to split into PAR for top grades and HIHO for lower grades.
Adrian Dale: In response to Dietmar’s points: There is now more support for the change to PAR than against it. PAR is not just being used internationally but throughout New Zealand. The consultation was about PAR to 11 points. Squash Auckland’s proposal for PAR to 15 for the lower grades because it is a longer game.

Question from floor: Why was masters excluded from PAR?

Adrian Dale: Squash Auckland made a concession for masters who are used to HIHO.
Michael Blanchard- Titirangi: Some people at Titirangi will not play squash at all if PAR is introduced.

Adrian Dale: We don’t want to lose players but Squash NZ has put a recommendation that districts change and Auckland is the only one that hasn’t.

Dietmar Londer: At my club about 60% of players don’t want to change – in a quick survey 12 said no change, 2 said change, 5 said okay either way. Squash Auckland doesn’t have to follow everyone else to PAR. We can make our own decisions about what the best game is.
Heather Findlay, Referee: A graders in Palmerston North hate PAR. PAR makes the game shorter – it makes tournaments run ahead and as a result people are not refereeing their games. Squash Auckland’s communication has gone to club presidents, not players. The two biggest clubs in Auckland have not polled their players. 
Adrian Dale: Squash Auckland has gone to the club’s elected representatives. Eden Epsom is one of the two biggest clubs and it has informed its members.

Question from floor: Why is Squash Auckland changing this year when a commitment was made at last year’s AGM not to change?
Adrian Dale: The move to PAR in squash outside of Auckland has been quicker than Squash Auckland expected. Superchamps is all PAR. A lot of the barriers have changed.

Mark Roberts, Herne Bay:  My opinion has changed. We played HIHO at a tournament this year and I took a lot of criticism from non-Auckland players. In future all Herne Bay tournaments will be PAR. I coached the E-grade boys for Superchamps, which was PAR and it was fine. Every sport has to make its changes. If we don’t make this change now we’ll just be revisiting it next year.
Henderson: I find it hard to change from one scoring system to the other. We need consistency.

Comment from the floor:  PAR is a fundamental change to the way the game is played. It is more defensive. PAR is not as enjoyable as HIHO.

Michael Blanchard - Titirangi: Badminton and volleyball changed their scoring systems and people stopped playing as a result.

Heather Findlay: PAR is good for Superchamps but not for interclub as games will be over too quickly. People in Nelson playing PAR have six in a team and their games are over in two hours. With Masters games will be very short. People will not travel a long way for short interclub games.
Adrian Dale: Short games due to mismatched players are a grading issue not a scoring issue.

Comment from the floor:  PAR is just being introduced for ease of administration. PAR rips the guts out of the game. If you get behind it is impossible to get back into the game.

Brennan Williams - Warkworth: PAR is good for juniors. HIHO is a more socially oriented scoring system. PAR was introduced just to try to get squash into the Olympics. Can’t see why we don’t have a two tiered scoring system – keep it PAR for tournaments. In Berkshire they are still playing HIHO even though the rest of England has changed to PAR.
Pat McHugh, North Shore: We have run quite a few tournaments on North Shore successfully using PAR.

Chair: Thank you for the discussion let’s put this to the vote.

Adrian Dale: Announced the names and number of votes of clubs supporting Squash Auckland’s position to introduce PAR scoring permanently for senior spring interclub and those supporting Devonport’s motion to use HIHO for C grade and below. Votes included proxy votes from clubs who did not attend the meeting. Overall results were 48 votes and 12 clubs in favour of Squash Auckland, against 23 votes and 9 clubs in favour of Devonport’s motion.

Dietmar Londer: Requested that the full voting results be placed on Squash Auckland’s website.

Result:

A majority of votes and clubs in favour of Squash Auckland’s position to introduce PAR 

scoring for senior interclub.
Meeting closed.
Squash Auckland (handout given at meeting)
Squash Auckland is seeking support from clubs at the SGM, 6.30pm, Alexandra Park, Auckland, regarding the scoring system for senior spring interclub.
1. Squash Auckland’s Position
‘Point a Rally’ (PAR) scoring is introduced for senior spring interclub (not for Masters) and that the PAR scoring system remains in place indefinitely for senior interclub. 
· PAR to 11 – win by 2 - for Men’s Division 1 and Women’s Division 1.

· PAR to 15 – win by 1 or 3 - for all other grades.

2. Dietmar Londer’s Motion to be tabled at the SGM

“That the scoring for interclub is split according to grades, high grades to play PAR (11 or 15 as determined by Squash Auckland), lower grades to use traditional scoring”

A suggested split could be aligned with the use of single and double yellow balls

B grade and above PAR

C grade and below traditional scoring

B grade player v C grade player the C grade player decides if PAR or traditional
To help club’s understand the issues we would like you consider the following

· World Squash Federation rules regarding scoring change to PAR were introduced in 2009.

· Squash New Zealand recommended that all districts followed the recommendations, effective immediately (21/09/09).

· Since that point all other 10 squash playing districts in NZ have introduced the PAR scoring system without any negative effects on their competitions.

· All national events are played as PAR.

· SNZ are likely to firm up their recommendation in 2011, leaving SA little choice but to play PAR for interclub.

Squash in Auckland is not played in isolation. There are many players, not just the elite, who play in competitions outside of the district and are forced, at this point in time, to play under two different scoring systems.  The teams travelling to the super champs nationals are an example. Further, Auckland clubs that attract players to their tournaments from outside of the district also face issues with the different scoring systems.

We also believe that using both PAR and traditional scoring within the same competition, as proposed in the motion by Dietmar Londer, will only cause confusion and fail to address the real issue that we are completely out of line with the rest of the country.  

Tournaments that have used PAR to 15 in Auckland this year have reported no difference to the length of games.  The earlier interclub trial of ‘PAR to 11’ at all grades saw shorter games than with traditional scoring. This does not seem to be the case for PAR to 15. Games that are over quickly with this scoring system tend to be a grading issue rather than a PAR issue.

Whether traditional scoring is your preferred playing format or not, we hope you will see that this change is inevitable. There can be no long term benefit to Squash in Auckland in playing a different format to the rest of the country.

We are therefore seeking your support to maintain our original decision.

